
Pilot Anthony [Tony] Jarvis – Ventura Memorial Flight Association 

The history of the Vega Ventura – B-17 Randy McCraw fuselage art begins in August 1988, when I 

made letter contact with a pilot, I am proud to call a friend. Tony Jarvis has not only saved a part of 

WW II RCAF history, he is determined to prove one man’s dreams can come true. 

Tony joined Northwest Territorial Airways as a C-130 Hercules pilot in 1981. Based in Yellowknife, 

N.W.T., he noticed a photo on a wall of a rare WW II Lockheed Ventura bomber abandoned in the 

muskeg where it crashed, 14 August 1953. Tony soon learned this was the only RCAF survivor of the 

286 Ventura’s flown by the RCAF in Home War Establishment, defending Canada’s two seaboards 

during WW II.  

Tony was determined to save this RCAF history, bring it back to Edmonton and restore it to WW II 

flying form. On 8 August 1987, he boarded a Cessna 185 and flew to the crash site, taking photos, and 

making plans. Tony next formed the Ventura Memorial Flight Association, followed by months of 

ramblings by Politicians, awaiting the outcome of City Council meetings, and of course lecturing 

council members who were dead set against the project, showing their total disregard to the historical 

aspects involved. Tony would prove a match to all objectives and “slow but sure” became his motto. 

In the summer of 1988, I featured a nose art exhibit in the Aero Space Museum of Calgary, and one 

photo told of the Ventura fuselage art. On 30 August I received a letter from Tony Jarvis, and a few 

weeks later became a member of the Ventura Memorial Flight Association. In phone calls with Tony 

Jarvis, I related what I knew about the Ventura fuselage art and would do what I could to help his 

restoration project. Limited in regards to money donations, I knew I could paint replica Ventura art, 

which could be auctioned or sold for funds. 

At this point, I had photos of a man painting on the fuselage of the Ventura bombers in the Vega 

plant, which all historians give credit to Walt Disney studios located next door to Vega. The RCAF 

Ventura Tony wanted to restore was built at the Vega plant A-1 on 6 May 1943, project number 5324, 

RCAF serial 2195, and flew with No. 149 [Sea Wolf] Squadron. The squadron had no official RCAF 

badge or motto, which was common for most Home War Establishment units in WW II. 

 In order to start from the beginning, I sent a letter to the Walt Disney archives, 8 September 1988. 

Mr. David R. Smith at Disney archives replied with not only the info. I was seeking but also sent me a 

copy of the original Walt Disney file card on the design for RCAF insignia “Sea Wolf” dated 19 July 

1943. Mr. Smith would assist me with Disney designs for the next fifteen years of research, a very 

helpful person. 

A letter sent to the Lockheed Corp. in Burbank, addressed to Mr. William Benedon was never 

answered.  

At this point I believed the Ventura fuselage art was painted by the Disney artists, who during a break 

came over and painted on the Vega production line. This was not correct. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Copy of original file card at Walt Disney archives in Burbank, Calif., from David R. Smith. 

 

 



In 1988, the Ventura was lifted by armed forces helicopter to Yellowknife, floated by barge to Hay 

River and then Tony towed his bomber by highway to Edmonton. [A full story in itself]. 

This full history is recorded on the website of Ventura Memorial Flight Association. 

In 1995, I obtained a number of original panels and props from Tony Jarvis, which were painted with 

replica fuselage art. Some of these were sold and auctioned to help in restoration costs. 

 

Thanks to the vast material collected by Tony Jarvis, the true story of the artist who painted the 

fuselage of the Ventura bombers can now be told.  

This info. appeared in the May 1942 issue of the Vega Aircaster, titled "Artful Antics To Irk the Axis." 

This was a Vega company magazine for the employees who built the Vega Ventura bomber. 

C.A. Simonsen 


